Right Hon. Lord Buckmaster
no contemporary Chancery practitioner was his
rival, or anything like his rival. But I choose to
think that he owes much of his efficiency to the
fact that in his forensic youth he was almost equally
bred upon the Common Law. His mind moves so
swiftly, and yet so directly and accurately, that he
is sometimes apt to be impatient of those who are
accustomed to a more leisurely progress. Indeed,
if upon his judicial side he has a fault, it lies in a
slight tendency to impetuosity. Now an impetuous
judge, who is incorrigible when once his mind is made
up, is a public danger. But Lord Buckmaster's im
petuosity is not of this order. His legal intellect is
far too manly and self-confident to be embarrassed by
any petty vanity. And so it has happened, over and
over again, that even where he has seemed to commit
himself (perhaps a little prematurely) to a conclusion,
he has himself been the first to reconsider, and even
abandon, his attitude when confronted with an
argument wliich convinced his fine and impartial
intellect.	/
He has been c. judge now for nearly ten years. He has lavished the resources of a mind richly endowed by nature, and much reinforced in the field of technical law by industry, upon his judicial duties. The law reports are read only by an instructed and critical few. But they are read, and used, and applied by others who have no choice because, after all, they are binding upon all inferior courts throughout the Empire. And I greatly doubt whether of all the distinguished men who sit in the final tribunal, which in the last resort administers justice to populations so diverse and pronounces upon systems of law so dissonant, there is one who in calm perspective,
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